{ winery spotlight }

Family Ties

SIMON FAMILY ESTATE IS GROUNDED IN AN UNLIKELY IMMIGRANT BROTHERHOOD

by lzzy Watson

WITH A RESUME that ranges from the
vineyards of Israel to Screaming Eagle,
Dalla Valle, and Atelier Melka in Napa Val-
ley, winemaker Maayan Koschitzky is used
to intriguingly unusual job offers. So when
he received a call in 2018 from a total
stranger identifying himself as a member
of the Napa Valley Reserve and extending
a dinner invitation, he trusted his instincts
and accepted. The stranger turned out

to be Sam Simon—a vintner whose
intriguing story would soon dovetail with
Koschitzky's own.

The conversation at that memorable
and meaningful dinner lasted well into the
night. Wine, they discovered, was not their
only connection: Sam and his wife, Nada,
are Armenian Catholics from Irag who
fled to the United States during the brutal
regime of Saddam Hussein, while Kos-
chitzky is an Israeli Jew whose ancestors
survived the Holocaust. Sharing strong
family values and immigrant experiences
as well as a love of some of the world's
most sought-after bottles, they forged a
deep understanding, and by the end of the
night, the unlikely “brothers” had become
fast friends. They would go on to collabo-
rate on a line of luxury Napa Valley wines:
a project that came to fruition in 202 |
with the release of the first bottles in the

best vineyards, including Tench, pictured here.

The grapes for Simon Family Estate hail from some of Napa’s

Partners in business and in life, Nada and Sam Simon have realized a long-held dream with
the creation of their family label, Simon Family Estate. Their firm belief is that wine is a way
to nurture deeper understanding.

Simon Family Estate portfolio.

The Simons recognized in Koschitzky
an intangible soulfulness that underscores
his undeniable technical skills. After spend-
ing decades making wine for themselves
and visiting some of the world's most
prestigious estates, they knew this intu-
ition is what separates the great from the

extraordinary. And sure enough, in the
short years since they met Koschitzky,
Simon Family Estate has established itself
with an impressive lineup of critically
acclaimed wines, which also reflect the
tenacity, dedication, and pursuit of excel-
lence that have served Sam well in his
myriad successful business ventures.
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Thanks to Koschitzky's considerable
relationships with growers, Simon Family
Estate enjoys access to some of Napa
Valley's most iconic vineyard plots: Tench
Vineyard and Vine Hill Ranch Vineyard
in Oakville, Sleeping Lady Vineyard in
Yountville, and Rocca’s Collinetta Vine-
yard in Coombsville, to name a few. The
resulting wines are meticulously crafted
to convey the purity, elegance, power, and
depth of their world-class fruit sources—
not to mention Koschitzky's signature
alchemy. They include Tigress Rosé, at
once an ode to old-vine Grenache and
an homage to Nada, being as vibrant
and elegant as the co-proprietor and
protective matriarch herself, Golden Ore
Sauvignon Blanc, a racy Bordeaux-style
version of the variety that spends 18
months in (70% new) French oak, lending
it a complexity and texture that is almost
unparalleled among its peers; and Napa
Valley Cabernet Sauvignon, an enticing

Winemaker Maayan Koschitzky.

Simon Family'’s Double
Blessings Napa Valley
Cabernet Sauvignon
duo comes as a set and
reflects the contrasting
personalities of Sam
and Nada Simon’s sons,
Michael and Peter;
according to their
parents, one is complex
and brooding while the
other is more immediately
approachable.

blend of carefully selected fruit from a
selection of pedigreed plots. At the pin-
nacle of the portfolio stands the Simon
Family Estate Reserve, a handpicked bar-
rel selection from top vineyard blocks on
either side of Oakville with a soupgon of
Coombsville grapes.

Despite a devoted following and
mounting critical acclaim, Sam and Nada
take nothing for granted. As the parents
of twins, Michael and Peter, who are
actively involved in the winery and have
long-term plans to make it a multigenera-
tional venture, they ensure that family re-
mains at the heart and soul of their label,
extending beyond relations to include
their meticulous growers, loyal mem-
bers, and Koschitzky and his wife, Dana,
with whom they share bottles, laughs,
and lingering meals together as often as
possible. Quips Sam,"“On our journey to
bring Simon Family Estate to life, we can
happily say our family has expanded!” s

Tastin

Simon Family Estates 2022
Tigress, Rosé of Grenache, Napa
Valley ($45) Mineral-driven, with

a glossy mouthfeel. Melon, white
rice, rose petals, and cinnamon are
demonstrative and clean. 94
—NMeridith May

Simon Family Estates 2021
Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley
($150) Teeth-grabbing tannins and a
steady tension lead to notes of dried
violets and dark-chocolate espresso.
Dusty toasted oak is followed

by a parade of underbrush and
graphite. Grand and elegant, this is a
powerhouse performer. 95 —MM.

Simon Family Estates 2021 Double
Blessings Peter, Oakville, Napa
Valley ($175) Named for one of
Sam and Nada Simon'’s twins, this

is a distinguished and austere blend
of 57% Cabernet Franc and 43%
Cabernet Sauvignon. Muscular, with

a statuesque frame, it reaches great
heights of complexity as chalky
tannins unmask notes of coffee bean,
slate, and tree bark. 96 —MM.

Simon Family 2021 Estate Reserve
Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley
($350) Grainy dark chocolate and
roasted coffee bean leave a textural
glow on the palate of this super-
structured yet round and sleek
wine.Violets bloom with tarragon
and sweet basil while blackberry
integrates with slate and black olive
tapenade before dry plum-skin
tannins melt across the mouth. 97
—MM.
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