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R onomiesiens  Thename of the game is patience

o hewimer omeumeime runt. it comes to the best 2021 Cabernets, of
Newember and December, and there wasn't quite . 5
enough of it. By carly spring, drought conditions Whlch lllell? are maHY




MNAPA CABERMET 2021: VINTAGE REPORT

Key AVAs (north to south) for Napa 202I: the Cristaldi view

CALISTOGA

With vary little winter rain {and, than khully,
o fires or smoke), Napa Valley's
nartharnmost AVA saw an exceptionally
concentrated and smaller-yielding vintage
in 2021. Vineyards straddle the eastem
foathills of the Mayacamas and sp

in patchworks to volcanic-rich valley floor
soils befora rising again into the western
foathills of the Vaca mountains.

HOWELL MOUNTAIN

Situated above the fog line and planted
on mountainous slopes that are naturally
well draining, prime vineyards in Howell
Mountain often produce lower yields of
small berry clusters, and the affacts of this
were made even more pronounced by the
lack of precipitation in 3021, From bud
bweak and flowering to bloom, frult set and
wveralson everything came in ahead of

St Herkena in the background

together, forming an ‘hourglass' shape in
this part of Mapa Valley. Fanning out north
and south around that pinch-paoint, the

MOUNT VEEDER

This Napa Valley sub-appellation is situated
at 152m-792m along the eastern skopes of
the Mayacamas mountains, The potential
for making world-class wine from vines
growing on Mount Veedar has bean evident
since at least the 18605, While this AVA has
long been defined by rugged terrain and
difficult farming, it also has a softer sida - it
enjoys cooling influences from San Pablo
Bay to the south. This combination of cool
winds and temperatures means vines are
treated to the longest growing seasan and
often the lowest yields in Napa Valley.

STAGS LEAP DISTRICT

Planted at more than 120m sbove sea level
anung Mlsplelted with large rocks, the
slightly f the
vlnefardslnlhejlagsLeq) DHistrict A
bellesthe supple, silky and inviting wines
produced there in 2021 1twas the district’s
fourth consecutive year of below-average
rainfall. I:metu the tiughl bloom and

schedule and s the luxury S(Helenanulyplcallrnlfmwme sultry
i kes-long g terrolr
Hiwievir, Zl:lxl.added layers of complexity
DIAMOND MOUNTAIN DISTRICT  tothe 5t Hel Ly ol the

Sirnilarly to the rest of Mapa Valley, the 2021

drought eonditions. Tlm St Helena 20215
can be stunning, showing ample depth of

JETASaN with
lewer yields of densely flavourful berries.

adramalic, rugged growing area rich in flaveur balaneed by vivacity and enough OAK KNOLL DISTRICT

wolcanic soils - kicked orfmthwlvsmalL m«clurelolummha:lhu vlnlamm-ml Th:'OHD asthe Oak Knall District of Napa
s of rain, leading small fthis AVA's ly referred toin N

spring bued braak and, eventually, small lang-livid reds, Iulsoooruiﬂmdwgrommhwn

but flavour-packed grapas. Depth and valley's 'Goldilecks' AVA, as it's situated ina

complexity rule the day when it comes to RUTHERFORD rathar sweet spot at the southern end of the

this AVA's 2021 offerings. Unlike mostofthe  The 2021 growing season turned out to vallay and is typically marked by a long

st of the valley, lower-than-normal yields be an ideal vintage for Napa Valley's Erowing season, Temperatures here are

weren't as much of a factor - soyou'llstand  Rutherford producers, making itan «coolerin summer than in Napa Valley's

adecent chance of patting your hands on excallent year for thosa who love the northern AVAs and it's drier in winter.,

ona of the axceptional 2021 releases.

SPR.ING MOUNTAIN DISTRIC'I'

g Up to 640m elavat
narthern and eastern slopes of the:
Mayacamas range, Spring Mountain District
AVA has atways been about rupged
individuality and an almost heroic
performance from the vines, even in

vintages. The ity of flavours
and colours became the hallmarks of the
2021 wines from Spring Mountain, with
concentration that's rare even for the
mountain fruit for which this AvA has

become legendary.

ST HELENA
Just porth of St Helena town centre, the
Waca and Mayacamas ranges almost come
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region’s calling-card ‘Rutherford dust”
character: spice aromas and a grainy-dusty
tannin profile. In this dry year, Rutherford
growers fared among the bast of the valley's
ANAs, producing a crop of wines thatare
widely viewed to possess exceptional
potential for ageing.

OAKVILLE

The 2021 vintage in Gakvills produced some
of Mapa Valley's best wines, hewn from a
Erowing season that was even, calm and
free from the Impacts of wildfires or
significant heat splkes. However, this was
avintage that did hold some drama for
Ouakville growers: coming right after another

However, the 2021 winter in OKD was

E her
rainfall total in the AVA's history (dating
back to 19648) and came on the heels
of ancther drought yearin 2020,
Unisurprisingly, yields were low, but the
resulting fruit was of exceptional quality:
intensely aromatic, densely flavourad and
desply structured.

COOMBSVILLE

Belng the second-coolest Napa Valley
sub-AviA pald dividends for Coombsullle
during the drought-stricken 2021 growing
season. The impact of the water deficit was
somewhat termpered by the region's mild

dry Oakuill o enly abaut spring whch
35% of its average rainfall across the 2020 s dth d
and 2071 vintages. Trom bud break throwgh hanesting,

“The single biggest marker
of our wines is intensity
and focus with real
perfumed notes’

Mick Gislason, Screaming Eagle [above)

persisted throughout ehe summer monehs led

toan earlier harvess — a pivoral faet because, by
Oraber, a series of atmasphieric rivers brought
about 250m of rain,

‘Harvest was completed by mid-Seprember.!
says Rudd Estare winemakser Maralic Bath
{picearad, eap righe), “which was early for us! Rudd
i on the castern side of Qaloville, where vines are
subjeet to lare afternoon sun and heac. In zozi,
even with a velatively mild s
(':I“IJP'_\' '"aITRHK'I“l'I\f
crescendo of acidiy”, said Barh.

Selecrive berry picking was also crucialin
helping halance the fruic concentration and
wannin levels in che wines. Many producers
tocused om ligheer toases for their sak-ageing
program, and he best effores led ro wines imbued
with the power and darkicss afehe vin
balanced by remarkable levels of freshness,

son. diligene

as crirical ro ensure 'a

EXCELLENCE IN RESTRAINT

Many \4]: L winermakers mmpan: 2o o the 2005,

power andd an m-.-m-l\.-ln.i;.g{'n-‘lm.-zs diseernible
in the finithed wines.

“The 200 vinage is a close march For me, savs

Verer Michael Winery winemaker Kobsert Fiore,

ar that produced very dark and

tanmic wines with considerable structure, Tor
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s similar oo
el and wich

Kenward amd Jeif Ames find che

2ony, describing them as sophisei

plenty af staving power’.
Larkmead winemaker Avery Heelan finds the

annin profiles ‘big and rustic, similar vo the 2014

vt is quick o point our thar the

m\_] seasons were compleely different -

s.|1r arges tha historic \mubcuml]:l IrisOns are
becom

sgly difFicule, comsidering dhe

cifeers of elimate change over ehe lase

W had some of che smallese berries ever in
2021, and ehat bodes well for making high-end
wine. &ays consultant winemaker Kinsman.

“Lawse cluseers and more sunlighe meane

mare ranmin, bur the rannins ave supe
1Fyou like bess flambsovant wines, 2

vintage, Mineral-driven and savaury,
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Cristaldi’s 60: top 2021 Napa Cabernets to buy

Wines are listed by points scored, then alphabetically by producer. The appellations given are those marked on the label; producers can opt
to use the generic Napa Valley AVA even though their wines could be classified under one of the 16 Napa Valley sub-AVAs. Stockists and
pricesare shown where available - some UKallocations may not have been set, some wines will not be exported at all, and some may have
already sold out. For latest availability updates, contact specialist merchants.

Simon Family Estate, Reserve,
Oakville 100

Lovely, classic Oakville nose of pure black
fruit, graphite, cassis and sagebrush, framed
by elegant cedar. Layered with spiced plum,
blackberry and black cherry fruit, super-fine
tannins, wet stone minerality and graphite.
A spine of crisp, fine-boned acidity delivers
a refreshing finish of blood orange and
spring flowers. A seamless, complete wine.
Drink 2024-2045 Alc 15.2%



